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“There is no way to peace. Peace is the way.
-Mahatma Gandhi

Introduction

This is 150" year of Mahatma Gandhi's binh. Mahatma's contribution o promotion of
communal harmony and peace is most significant in modem India. The present research paper
deals with communal conflicts in the regional suate of India, and how these become a national
ssue ending in violence in both pre amd post independence India The trend of communal
violence is increasing |, mming penlous o sociery, and becomes a frightful phenomenon  and
becomes a permanent curse for the society and the people. It becomes a debatable topic in 24,7
basis where the riots outheeak, violence and clashes among the communinies and polarizadon
can be witnessed in all formis of media thereby leaving the fooprint of fear and hatred amaongs
the citizens.  Civil sociery is in penl. The pranciples of nation and staee have been demolished,
bur there is light ar the end of the minnel hecause human evalution jump starts at every crisis for
survival that has happened before and again. It is a clash of classes, the burcaucratic class
foorming the upper kayer of sociery and the clected representatives forming the lower strata and
the ambiton of sustainable development has become a distant dream., The world fears for a toual
change in their life stvle and biving pamern and changing demographics and this become
inevimble in the new millennivm. (laches of interest and the unequal dismbution of powers are
rwn main concepts studied by the coaflict theonsts. The conflicr theonsts see the order thar
exists us being the result of one’s group o control the other is the root cause of the communal
conflic. There is a muld stranced link berween the matwral resources and the individual lives.
Lltomately the resources form the bases of life and this s bevond doobt. BEven the smple
matters of water, food and shelter, the basic needs for sunvval becomes more complex and
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strategic behaviour of the individuals will change if one party gees the resource, while the other
does ot All conflicts based on resources can be analysed in such a way thar the resources of
thar penple are anempring 10 obain, the availability of the resource and the number of people
who wants to share the resources. Thus resources have become an explict factor for the riots
and communal conflict in real life simations as per the social science pathways vis a vis human
behaviour.

Cine of the oldest insututions i Indan socety is the caste system, and it s the frame of

Hinduism. Acoording to M. Stinivas-:

Caste 15 undoubtedly an all India phenomenon in the
sense that there are hereditary endogamous  group
which forms the hierarchy and thar each of these
proups has a rraditonal assooanon with one or rwo
occupations.  Evervwhere  there  are Bruhmins,
untouchables and peasants, argsans, trading and service
castes ... certain Hindu theological ideas of kirma and
dharma are woven into the casee svstern, but i s oot
knoan  whether awareness of these concepts i3
universal or confined only o certain sectons of

hierarchy™,

The lower castes became aware of their posiion/ hierarchy and resent oppression and
discomination by higher castes. This change ends in socal tension and conflict among the higher
and lower castes, which can be broadly dissnguished between Brahmins and non-Brahmins and
berween the so called casee Hindus and the Dalies/ Hadjans. The conflicss led o violence,
notng and arson and most of the ome police and the government failed to restore order and
justice always favoured the higher mther than the lower caste on various legal disabilities living in
the chambser of horrors. Hence the sense of securry and fulfilment of the individual is always a
challenge and the basic social values of equality and dignity of man/human are noe achieved 10
the fundamental dghts are opposed by the community, no law, no judiciary, no parliament can
guarantee them in the real sense of the wond™ said Ambedkar. “what is the use of fundamental
rights o the negro in Amenica, to the Jows in Germany, and w the untouchables in Indiaz Many
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communal fots have indeed been precipitated by discord berwcen state and central governments
and between kecal and national adminiserators. In mose of the cases however community conflice
berween leaders and government represenmoves have worked mgether o prevent or conrain
vilence. Such diverse cxamples in India wamn against the danpers of ovemly simple

characterizations of the state in situations of communal vnrest. (Amrea Basuf Al Kohli, 1998 )
Conflict theory: An over view

Communal eonflicts have become a cume for Indian sooery and community. Conflices,
engincered by polidcally motvated men and the brutalinies happening in these riots are a shame
for the nanon. According 1w the confbet model, strugples berween contending forces in the
society and the source of social change, it sees society as being composed of group pitted against
group, Clashes of interest abound and contending forces strugple either m maintain power or
grasp it From the strugple comes change which is not only inevitable but also menmble. A
sociery in conflict must be dynamic and the struggle for power results in the redistnbution of
power better reflecanyy the inferests of the socien”s members. The basic conflict according o
Marx is the economic sphere in the industfal societes where conflict betarcen owners and non
rmvners are inevitable and such conflict ends in the creation of 2 new social order. According o
Karl Mars,  the private ownership of producson and the exploitadon of the masses by the few
powerful member of the bourgenis’ elass iz the product of capiralism which predisposes them e
conthict and come.  According to Menon's Anomie theory, 15 based on the values and norms on
the basis of the socil order in the society, which says the crme and conflict consist of acts
which can break or depart from the shared norms and valees and legitimacy in achieving ones
goal  without any discrepancy, because difference  breeds contradictions and ends in condlicr
followed by cime. The collecuve behaviour theory proposed by( Smelser, 1962)deals with mob,
crovwred, fods and social movements  with the intenton o change the siwaton in a deliberare
wiay, by mobilising the masses with a pertinent social action for a perdod of dme. The collective
communal conflicc might vary according o the crcumstances from mild  disapproval oo
vinlence, crime and killing. The Ethnic relations have generated several theoretical frameworks
mamly based on majonn = minonty theory, 10 molo-ethnie socenes, enthnocentricism due oo
mnnnpaly attirude of polineal economic, social, envimamental and  technological advantages in
the society will generare the communal conradicoons in different forms. In some cases the
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inside-outside religious groups, dominant vs host grouaps can cause communal conflict based on
the contradictions and confronmton with the dominane groups. The Gemman soctologist Ralf
Dahrendorf{1973)  probably  the leading exponent of conflict thenry emphasises the unequal
distribunon of power in sociery. The new conflicr theory analyses the ransformation of new
Esues in natonal and intematonal apenda such as dhe angonism beraeen urhan and rural
spuce  facing threat to the enviconment therehy  not emphasising the susainable development
ultimately development opsons un —sustainable liberalisation, privatisation, globalisation, in the
erwvironmental cenmry, Apart from the conflict theory, there is theory of development, theory of
civilbation, theory of peace(Transcend university press,1979).The perspective of communal
eonflict differs  according to the verv understanding , in most of the cases, it 18 proved that
exploitution of the masses i poncipally the oot cause of the conflict which invarably ends in
crime. The more the exploitatgon, the maore the conflict, the more the poverty, the more the
eome, which eventually proves the theory of reladvity - Henee from the above thenmes we may
say that the unequal advantage given o the segment of the populaoon over the other is the sead

foor conflict and criminaliny.

Communal conflict in India: A Failed Paradise

According to Swami Vivekananda, a great religious leader of India, was constrained 1o
observe that,

“There i nothing that has browghi more

horror than religion_. nothing has ergendered fiercer hatred tha

religion .. nothing has bred more bitter enemity between man and man thar

refigion.,.nothing o deluged the world with more blvad than religion.

Reldgion stioiild be donddersroand as o tenid for die moral Deitermenr of the

society and foleration fowards ather refigions shonkd be considered as o

aary of every cintzere Religpious belfef and spirviad falh showld ror ger

devetoped fo o bevel of commumalizm or refigious fandasteriralism ™

Communal conflict, also ermed as violent conflicy, refers o the fact that partes use lethal
violence to gatn control over some disputed and percerved indivisible resource, such as piece of
land or local politeal power (Gulung, 1963). For insance in local conflics, where the dividing
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line i berween the orginal inhabitants of an area and more recent settlers, this would seen as a
eommunal conflict since people very strongly idenrify themselves with the other group along
these lines of demarcation along such lines often causes “son of the soil’ conflicts where the
indigenous  perceive  themselves as  the rghiful owners of the land ({ Lanin and
Fearon 201 1).Commumal idenury with ethnic or religious identry with common  culnure,
comman history and common core values (Guer, 2000). Somedmes even livelihood conflicts may
be fought along these lines no matter whether homogeneous or heterogeneous. The botom line
i that which constitutes the basis of communal identity and thus may ditfer across space and
time and leads to communal conflicts. It is therefore viewed as a condition of social dishamaony
and unrest i the community like disagreement, antagonism, cnmes, violence and large scale
destructon of properny and human lives W0t also enmils disorderliness, coercive illeginomare
communal force constimting threat o all fellow ctzens, More scentnfic knowledge and in-
depth research s required o usderstand communal conflict underdying the plobal scenaro the
LG syndrome and changing world affais It should not be viewed as a mere law and order
problern |, disharmony and social uarest. This unbadled lunatic communalism and religious
fanaticism may lead m temonsm . In India religsion has become a weapon for sepamanng the
society and ® the root cause in most of the communal eontliers.

Dwnamics of conflict

The dynamics of conflice is qualimovely and quantmanvely ditferent from medieval 10 modem
ames. First the feodal, social and poliocal stecmres are basically different from thar of the
colomial or the capetalise sociery. Secondly the feudal sociery rests on lovalty o the xamindars on
one hand and the ruling monarch on the other irespective of the religiows community and it
marks the expression frve & one's aff, and lovalne has lost its significance, Thindly the colonial
society had g own charactenstic structure, neither feudal nor capatalist. Fourthly the fewdal
disposition it 15 not ethnic and communal division which s essennal to rule And  fifthly yet
another characteristc of the colonial sociery and the rulers find it dermimental wo their cconomy
wy encourage full capitalist growth in the colonial country. 1F there is a0 full economic growth
there will be competition hetween vanous communal and ethnic groups exacerbating ethnic and
communal feelings among the people, 50 both economic and polidesl compention exacerbate
inter- eommunal relationship. Hence under presswre the rulers had 1w inoduce certain
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democratic reformation in order to create an illusion of democeatic- functoning in the sociery in
order to satsfy the ego of the colonial elive. This leads o the beginning of the democratic rule
and it was rghty expected thar after the Bridshers withdrew the only alternative rule would be
democracy in namure thereby purting an end o feudal monarchy and w0 pae the elite group and
other communities on alert. The elie minoddes were nammlly more wormed as they saw oo
prospects of controlling pofitcal power in g democratic disposidon. The introduction of the
colonial rule, began w sharpen the problem of communal conflice. It can therefore be
hypothesiecd thar colonial rle creates conditions wo mansform medieval religious consciousness

inme communal conscinusness,

Thus we can sec that colonial rule of che Boosh thar produced the socio-polincal phenomencn
of communakism and lefr irs hiner lepacy in the form of napping communal divide. Then
communalism aroused deep passions and brought abouwt the sharpese division beraeen o
communities {hindu-muslim) and this left bitemess even today. The minonty community is
perceived as fanatical and highly communal for stressing primordial identity, and the situation
gnes on getting more and more communalised threatening the unity and integrity of the counry.
Thus it is seen that ethaic or communal conflict is a politico-cconomic phenomenon. Tt
hecomes aggravared by vanous organisatnons and movements whenever a strucrural shife takes
place as one group or community. The eommunity which loses, emphasis s identiy in the
socicty in order w mobilize the entire community o fight for justee and the community which
has usurped all and most of the benefits thes o cling to them by mobhilising other members
through stressing its identity, hence the ethnic or communal conflice spreads and gers sharpencd
and somedmes remain unresolved making conflicc inevimble and wviolence appear w be
unavoidable.  (Asghar Al Engineer, 1989). Most of the time the conflict cannor be solved, 1t
canmt be mansformed to be constructve rather than destroctve unless and wnel the three
imporant factors are solved ar the same time namely, amirude, behaviour and contradictions.
The Galung ‘s tangle 15 a known  classseal confliet paradipms  of the 20th century, depacted n
the pic-1 shows theee main elements for the conflict is A sands for anitde | B for behaviour,
and C for conradictions which 1s the concrete object, behaviour of different acoors and their
deep feeling for the communal conflice (Gainang, 1996 There are interesting analogies with one of
the chissical and most kaown confliee paradigms, that is Galung's ABC trangle, depicted in
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Figure 3, where A stands for Amimdes, B for Behaviour and C for Conmradiction (Galng,
1996). According o the ABC mangle, a conflice is defined by three main elements, the
contradiction, which is the concrete object of the conflict, the bebavior of the different actors,
and their deep feelings, the ammudes. A conflict cannot be solved, or better manstormed to
become constuctive instead of destructve, unless we mckle all the three components at the

=me nme,

COMMUNITY CONFLICT TRIANGLE

The cites in India periodically wimessed violence, The most common form of collectve
winlence is communal violence which has plagued the country’s wrban envimnment since
independence. The casre, community and regional tes also call for ensions leading to violence,
The intricate relationship berween urbanizanons and communalism, the communal conflict ends
in violenee in India and the polites of communalism have w be analveed within the comext of
the economic relatinnship peculiar w0 urban growth in India, the erisis of the nation and specially
the distnbution of power and property and it is manifested in everyday life in India. |
Accordingly, the commumal conflict in India is a response w, and a reaction apainse, the
breakdown of the system and the inability of the ruling groups o creae a new one which can
accommedare the aspiradons of all . shamt K.Bhomnik, edited by Yogesh aual, jesse 2009,
T|Page
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Concluding comments

Communal viedence in India i a legacy of the colonil penod. The policy of divide and rule
pursued by the Baosh sowed the seeds of communalism in the counory, Several studies had been
conducted on communal nots, caswe violence, Hinduism and politics, Ayodyha crisis, communal
politics and others in India, On the basik of the sudy done by, Asghar Ali Engineer, 1995 ), he
came to the conclusion that communalism 5 not a religious phenomenon bue the phenomenon
connected  with the interest group of a religions community According t0 him communalism
aght foom the 19 th centuny had been generaced by conflictng interest of educated elites, not the
mrasscs. Communal hatred is further escalated due o partisan propaganda by political pardes, the
muss rmedia, and vamous other onganizations perpetuating violence. The emergence of Hindu
maticonalistm striving w construce a monolith Hindu identite, may lead o the emergence of
supremacy of the Hinduz. Henee the distinetive and pluralistie model wociety for Indin in which
all religrons are respected and special considematons given w the minordes and their nghts is a
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fundamental issue in the Indian civil society. Despire the disintegration of the rural  community
and the gradual decline in the significance of agriculmre in the Indian cconomy, the logic of
demographics works against the caste and community, More research i required | because the
neglect of agnculture and ruml popalations can thus become  socilly and  politcally
perlous (sumnder 5. Jodhks and paal d sooza, icsee, 2000}, Hence eommunal eonflict is part of a
strugple o capure control over resources of power economic, political, social, lirerare, and
tradition bound masses are exploited by few individuals to gain dominance over resources, The
emergence of political culure of comupaon and caminalisation of politics may also affect the
credhility of democraey and is system. More studies are required whether |'m|-i-:'h:= favouning the
minorites and the dis-advantage and depressed groups have laved the counter role of subverting
seculimsm and promoting casteism and communalism and eivil society organizations deserves
prior atention. The following areas need careful empirical investgaton like erminalisation of
politcs, role of communicarion in crisis simaton of caste clashes, polrcizaton of caste
affectng the functioning of democracy, the content analvsis of decoon manifestos of varous

policcal parties, the impace of economie development and rural power structure,

There s an inmcare relationship berwcen wrbanizason and communalism, Ir has o be analysed
that commumnal vielenee in India and the polines of communalism and the economic groweh
might be peculiar but it is manifested ar every stage of urban India. There 15 communal violence
in response to the reaction against the polickes and break down of the sysiem and the inability of
the ruling group o contmol or m create one which can accommuaodare the aspirations of all the
citizens. There is violence every day in the private sphere of the home or within the fimily and
thit is becoming a lastng phenomenon in the form of harassment by the self-stvled leaders Baoth
men amd women become the victims and violence against women is even more worse Al of
themn suffer from some sort of social myopia)/ state hegemony ar every level, which often leads
us to recognize some manifestations of vielence, bur makes ws indifferent 10 vanous other
socio-political and economic actions that indirecdy violate our democratic Aghte. The units of
the society ant only funetons properly but sometimes dvsfunctons and dis-onganised as well
thereby creaning insmbiliy in the community, MNeverheless one can see the  logical
interdependence of conflict and regional development. The successful development of
education, health care , susminable livelibood, lw and osder, good governance, infrasmucture
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for all and social seeurity conaidered to be the important parameters 0 make the nabons
conflict-free [The development should be susminable at every level  through long term plans
empowering the civil sociery through gender equaliy  with less challenges and abundaer
npportunities taking into account the socal, economical, poditeal, rechnolopical, environmeneal,
and culrural facors  for the overall human development of the nation. The entire globe is
interconnected through varous networks constituting society/! community, hence the
contradictions will occur at any moment incessantly is considered 1w be illogical  illegal,
oude and sberrant to social harmony, and we have to admit the very fact that communal
conflict is inevitable and we can make sure that not all conflicts can be managed and resolved
instantly unless the government has a strong policy to tackle the issue at the right time.
Gandhi’s philosophy of non-violence was his belief- that strength comes from nghteousness,

not force. Power comes from truth, not might. Yictory comes from moral courage, not
imposed submission. But Love is the basis of our friendship as it is of religion. Gandhi
should be remembered as one of the messiahs, who constantly strove for the communal unity
in all the most significant periods of the nation’s history.
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