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Struggle 
Oppression and Revolution of Women in 

Mahasweta Devi's Rudali 
Dr. S. Djeabalan 

Mahasweta Devi was bom in Dacca in East Bengal 
in the year 1926. She worked as lecturer in English at 
Calcutta University and after her retirement she 
showed much interest for writing short stories and 
novels. Through her writings, she voiced out the 
sufferings of the tribals. Wherever she gets 
opportunity, she talks about the subalterm status of 
women in India. Most of her works are about the 

marginalised people especially women who fight 
against exploitation and injustice. In her stories, the 
women characters carry much significance and they 
are presented as stronger people than men. 

Mahasweta Devi's novel, Rudali picturises the 
pathetic life led by the tribal women in Rajasthan. The 
novel brings to our eyes the oppression and 
domination faced by Dalit women from the side of 

affluent people called maliks. Rudalis are those 
women who cry and shed tears at the death of someone 
for the sake of earning money. It is viewed as a legal" 
profession and more majestic than prostitution. The 
novel makes us believe that hunger will take a woman 
to any profession. 

The protoagonist of the novel is Sarnichari who is a 
Dalit woman borm on a Saturday. A woman born on a 
Saturday is considered by the people around there that 
she is unlucky and destined to undergo all kinds of 
sufferings. Sanichari edures the marginalisation 
prevailed in the patriarchic society. The novel opens 
with the plight of her existence. She is looked at as a 
commodity and is thrown away when she is no more 
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useful for the men around her. She has lost her 

relatives, son and her husband but she did not shed 
tears on those occasions. It is very poignant to note that 
she has become a professional mourner and that she 
has to shed tears for the rich people who are not her 
relatives. 

Sanichari is a Dalit widow living with her son 
Budhu in a village in Bihar. She has lost all men of the 
family. So, she has to earn for feeding herself and her 
son. She finds another Dalit widow called Bikhni who 

was deserted by her son. These two women become 
very thick in their friendship and decide to work 
together. They become hired mourners called rudalis 
and they make money out of their tears. Whenever 
someone dies in a rich feudal family, Sanichaari will be 
very happy becauuse she will get a good income. 
Sanichari and Bikhni will pretent at the funeral that 
they are so much moved by the death of feudal rich. 

The vanity of the rich people is snubbed by the 
writer. When someone in the malik family especially 
old people fall sick, they don't want to spend money 
buying medicines and injections but they would 
reserve all money for giving a rich funeral for the 
bedridden. Their status is weighed by how much the 
family spends at a funeral. Hence a competition 
prevails among the people of rich community about 
how much they are spending for thê funerals. 
Mahasweta Devi cites some examples for their false 

prestige. In that community when Nathuni Singh's 
mother falls sick and is on her death bed, she is not 
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Application of Deconstruction to Tennyson's Ulysses 
Deconstruction was crcated and made a very influcncing critical theory by thc French philosopher, Jacques Deirida. He introduced the tem, deconstruction in 1967 through his book 'Of Grannatology". Dcconstruction involves the closc rcading of the text in order to demonstratc that thc text has an ircconcilably contradictory mcanings. A.J. Hillis Miller, thc American deconstructionist says, "Dcconstructiou is not a dismantling of the structure of a text, but a demonstration that it has alrcady dismantled itself." Deconstruction got its impact on litcraturc in North America through thc cforts taken by the thcorists at Yalc University. 
Derrida rejects the Structuralist view that the texts have the definite and identifiable centres of meaning. The New Critics arc of the opinion that objcctivc mcaning is alrcady prcscnt in thc text. Dcrida is against their views and belicves that the 

mcaning does not reside in the text. When a pocm or novel is 
read by two persons, two different inferences may conme. One may call it something great and the other may push it to the abyss. So there is a possibility for the existence of binary oppositions. Derida's aim is to crase the boundary between the binary 
oppositions and throws the hierarchy implicd by the oppositions into question. 

When Tennyson's Ulyssesis given a normal reading, the 
rcader may appreciate the character Ulysses, the King of Ithaca for his valour and thirst for adventure. 

It little profits that an idle king 
By this still hearth, among thcse barren crags, I cannol rest fronn travel: I will drink 
Life to the lees 
To follow knowledge like a sinking star, Tis not too late to scek a ncwer world 
To sail beyond the sunset, 
To strive, to seck, to find and not to yield. 
The abovc lines according to Ncw Criticism and Structuralism make a rcader to have a very high opinion about Ulysses. Being a king, he doesn't want to waste his time simply by sitting near the hearth and talking to his people who are devoid of thinking., His interest is for voyage and no one can prevent him from pursuing his path. He wants to spend cvery minute ofhis life usefully. He is resolute to dedicate his whole life for the sake of 

pursuing knowledge. He compares himself to the sinking star which he thinks goes after finding sonnething new. He sets no boundary on this eartlh for his pursuit. n fact, he is ready to go cven beyond the sunset. Ulyssses' only motive is to chase 
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knowlcdgc and hc is not bothercd about the result. Hc is awarc 
that somctimes the result may not be proportionate to his hard 
work but he wants to kecp secking ncwer and newer things 
without bothering about the yicld. 

Dr. S. Djeabalain 

Thc pocmn Ulysses is analysed by applying Deconstruction and we can gct a different personality ofUlysses. Deconstruction looks at all writing as a complex, historical, cultural proccss with contradictions so that we get the possibility for different 
mcanings. Ulysscs' spccch containing contempt for his wifc and 
his people: 

It little profits that an idle king, 
By this still hcarth, among these barrcn crags, Match'd with an agcd wife, Innete and dole 
Unequal laws unto a savage race, 
That hoard, and sleep, and fecd, and know not me. 
The king is supposed to stay in his country and take care of 

his people. But the king of Ithaca, cven afier spending a long time 
on travelling to many countries, doesn't want to stay back in his 
country. He is not fit to be a king at all. He considers his people as 
barrcn rock. He cxpresses his contempt for his people calling 
them a savage race. He is not happy witb the laws available in the 
country. He has found it of late that those laws are unequal. The 
king detests his people because they are interested only in 
hoarding money, sleeping and feeding. They fail to understand the noble motive of their king. He hates his wife because she is old. All hese findings he gets very late. Vicwed scriously, the 
readers can understand that the mistake is not with the people and 
his wife but it is with him. He is not a normal king or a normal human being. By citing some excuses, he wants to leave his 
country and travel somewhere. 

The king is helpless, inefficient and thereby unable to stay back and rule his subjects. At the same time he thinks his son, 
Telemachus is the right person to rule those,barren crags. 

This is my son, mine own Telemachus, 
To whom I lcave the sceptre aud the isle, 
Well-loved of me, disceming to fulfill 
This labour, by slow prudence tomake mild 
Aruggedpeople, and thro' soft degrees 
Subdue them to the useful and the good. 
Most blameless is he, centred in the sphere 
Ofcommon duties, deccnt not to fail 
In offices oftendermess, and pay 
Meet adoration to my household gods, When I am gone. He works his work, I mine. 
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