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Dr. T.S. Soundaram

Ramachandiran -

A Social Reformer in Tamil Nadu

C. Rouccoumany

Dr. T.S. Soundaram Ramachandran, Indian
physician, social reformer and politician married Dr.
Soundararjan at the age of 14 in 1918. Her husband
encouraged her to study. But he died in her teens. By
her parents’ efforts, she had completed MBBS in Delhi
in 1936, joined with Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy started
the Avvai Home in Madras in 1930 for children and the
villagers. In April 30, 1930, she accompanied C.
Rajagopalachari, in the Vedaranyam Salt Satyagraha,
sentenced to six months imprisonment. On 8 July 1939,
under the leadership of Vaithiyanatha Iyer, a Congress
leader, T.S. Soundaram entered into the Madurai
Meenatchi Amman temple along with Harijans. Dr.
Soundaram was appointed as Pratinidhi of the ‘Kasturba

*Assistant Professor of History, Mannar Thirumalai

**A4ssistant Professor, Department of History, Tagore Govt. Arls
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Naicker College,
& Science College, Lawspet, Puducherry.

Trust’ in Tamil Nadu, actually the Trust, started by
Gandhi in 1945 in memory of his wife Kasturibal. She
set up a Kasturbagram at Erode near Coimbatore m
1945 to serve women and children in health. education.
welfare and building up self-confidence and awareness
among the village women. In 1947, Dr Soundaram
started the Kasturba Hospital in Chinnalaparti, Madurai,
to provide the rural health and family welfare.
Gandhigram was founded by Dr. Soundaram in a village
in Madurai district on 15 August 1942 where she took
up work for development of services for health,
education and integrated rural development. Along with
her husband, Dr. G. Ramachandran, Dr. Soundaram
founded the Gandhigram Rural Institute in 1947 in

Madurai.



as o memorial to Kasturba

Authur block, Madurai,
| university in 1976 Family

Gandhi, became A deeme

outstanding  contribution  of the

Planning is  an
Gandhigram Rural Institute. Dr. Soundaram started o

home for orphan children and another for women in
distress at Gandhigram, got the National Award for the
best cooperation and contributions in cash and kind
made by the people for various development activities
in 1955 In 1952 and 1957, Soundaram was elected to
the Madras Legislative Assembly and the member of the
Lok Sabha in 1962,
representing Congress Party in developing facilities for

Third General Elections of

education, health, bus transport and electricity, with the
full cooperation of the people. Vinobaji went on hig
Padayatra to Madurai and Soundaram took active part i
his Bhoodan movement in Madurai district. In 1956,
Soundaram visited China as a delegate of the Indo.
China Friendship Association and studied the rural
development activities in China, Under Soundaram’s
leadership, ‘gram sevaks® took active part in controlling
communal riots in East Ramnad district and thus helped
the police and district administration to ensure peace in

the arca,

Convicts’ Education in the Jails of Tamil Nadu

K. Lingappan’

T.B. Macauley, shortly after his arrival in India as
2 Member, Council of India, suggested in 1835 for the
first ume the need to improve and reform prisons in
India. But he didn’t think that it was necessary. to
provide for the education of prisoners. “There is no man
whom 1t would cost more to instruct than a criminal
prisoner. There is none who would sooner forget
instruction.”™ While acknowledging Macaulay as a great

historian and statesman, one cannot subscribe to his
view that education would be a waste on prisoners.
Education helps to distinguish between right and wrong,
good and evil, use and abuse, freedom and slavery, God
and his angels and satan and his minions. To deny the
acquisition of an asset like education to convicts is to
deny them a basic human right.

Rights of Indian Women

J. Sadayamuthu™

Women in rural and urban India often face
abusive situations related to dowry, domestic violence,
physical and metal torture, wife-beating, sexual abuse
and so forth. Cases are filled and campaigns are
initiated, but the impacts so far are mixed. Most of the
time victims do not get justice, the accused are acquitted
and these incidents slip out of public memory, Many
victims face endless time-consuming litigation.

.msranr Professor of History,

istant Professor, P.G. & Research Department of Historical Studies,

Legal Empowerment of Women

Legal empowerment is both a process and a goal
to improve the material situation and/or to give women
and the poor greater control over the lives. The success
of legal empowerment work will be measured by
looking for indicators of change that demonstrate

improvements in the lives or position of women or the
poor in some way.

Sir Theagaraya College, Chennai.

Govl. Arts College for Men (4 ), Nadhanam, Chennai.
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Remembering the Role of Tamil Nadu

Editor

S.S. Sundaram

v
R\\\Q‘._a-’-/
Lo o
Published by

Department of Indian History
Unive.rsity of Madras, Chennal




o NGRS

N
ri

AR

IR T R T

S

M WP L LR SRR PO o

January 2018

Quit India Movement: Remembering the Role of Tamil Nadu

© Copyright: Dept. of Indian Hist: .y Unnversity of Madras, Chennai.

ISBN: 978-81-923741-3-0

Price: T 408/- = .

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means,
electronic or mechamcal, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage

and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the copyright owners.

Disclaimer

The authors are solely responsible for the contents of the papers compiled in this
volume. The publisher or editor do not take any responsibility Jor the same in any
manner. Errors, if any, are purely wunintentional and readers are requested to

communicate such errors lo the editor or publisher to avoid discrepancies in future.

Typeset and printed by Aksharaa Muthra Aalayam, Teynampet, Chennai. 600 018.
Ph. 044 - 24364303 Cell: 92821 34542, E-mail:murali.aks@gmail.com

a2 ._UNi2

|
@ r "[ :“l). I
<7, .

prof. P DURAISAMY
PhD, D EconSc (Paris)

hancellor
Vice-C Forewor:

ecdings of the histone N.

year of “Quit [ndia Movement: Remembening the n

of Madras dunng January 4-5th 2018 has come
¢ Excellency the Hon'ble Goverr

book comaiﬂs the best of

1 am happy that the proc

inaugurated by H!
inspirational speech. The
prcscnlcd in the two-day seminar.

We recall with pride the sacrifices made by our f
Quit India Movement in Tamil Nadu in
fism and had played a sig
| ambience for entical think

general and
the crucible of nationa

provided the intellectua
the youth who at various stages challenged

among
d women who

trained and nurtured many men an
remained as the intellectual platform from which ma

Notable alumni of the University of Madras who
struggle include Thiru Sundara Sastri Satyamurti,
Paramsivan Subbarayan, Thiru M. Bakthavatchalam.
of India Tmt. Sarojini Naidu, Tmt. Durgabhai Deshr
Thomas, and Ms. ‘Arya’ K. Bhashyam.

I am sure the book will provide valuable informa
congratulate the Department of Indian History for or
of the book, Professor S.S. Sundaram, for his pain
volume.

Prone (Ofce) © +91-44-7536 1074 / T563 7 25399801
Fas (Offca ) +91-44-2936 J654




[ =

e

LIz

(414

Lo7

zoz

§6l

061

¢8l

DUB IO [ PUD 4DWnypAIS ) "WDWYDAGOWDY 2401134 4q
JUSWAOJ BIpU] NN Y ul

vwsasejedey Jo s1apea] pue 3|doad jo uoneddnieg
Lbﬁﬁukuﬁnqm_ _.N.

npeN [1we], 03 32Uy jerdadg

yim juawaaoly eipu] 1nd) ur uonedioiued s,3Uuspnig
pinuy ‘¢'¢

2103UBABI] O} 25U13)3Y [€193dS Yum

= 3oue) € e Zp6] Jo Suisudn isndny jealn ayg

140G P 2sof wisnf
prUInay ) JO pUBjURSY 2y ‘IpNYIeIe) Ul JUSWSAO BIpU] 1ind)
. Dqaays S pun woLopuns §§ foid

UBIBUILEMS NWLY 0} 25U313)9Y [e192dS Yim Kouapisald
STIPEJY Ul JUSW3AO) BIPU] N LT uonedidnieg §,USLOA

[2\pUg Y g
npey jie] jo ssuodsay
541 pue Zpg | 4snBny g Jo uonnjosay sy

wndag psjuunizazo) ¢
USWIAOW EIpUL IING Ul LoI3ay 10313k Jo ojoy

UoYIoN VIowDY 4

APNIS V - ZpG 1 - 19LISIQ 1E|WRUUEAII | UI JUDWIAO}Y BIpU] Jing)

0t

6T

k14

L

9T

£ 14

R {4

74

6L1

LI

L9l

£91

§S1

0s1

44|

£El

x4

91l

ori

Aupunosnoy "D

] JUSWIAO BIpul 1IN

a1 ur uaWoAY NPEN [Iwe jo uonedidiued
[ ]

olrdodopr ) aq
NPEN [IWE] Ul uolnjoAdY

eipu] ynd) oy Jo sjoueg Jo uoissaiday ssapyiny ysnug ‘[

LuyIsoY Y 4q

JUSUIAAOI TIPU[ 3INY) U1 12LISIC IPRANLIOOY] JO 3]0 0T

yiouvdor Ty 4(J

AduapIsaly SeIpEjA 18 JUIWIAOJ BIPU] INY) Ul SaLRUIUNT JeSa]

4OOSUDYY PIUDYORY Y

T61 UL JUSWIAOIA-BIPU] 1IND Y1 Youne]

0} uonemnyIg 31 4o o our dag 03 saliypuen ayl jo
pimy 31 palayy diysiopes s,asog eipuey) yseqng

luysyopoyiaag 1 g
pwsiq uewnyeiuey
ULIUSW3AOJ eIpul nd) Jo askjeuy uy 2183muig 1sudny ay g

uoddny "y uq
uoREBY B UnY Ul umo] 1pnyresey o 0y

fvav3op ‘¢ pup AwosnunSopg o ug
uoiday |ndipuig UL JUSWA0 N etpuf g

HUDSH.L .
: buiny mpmuvajog -7 ug

UMO] teanpepy ut
USWIAOW erpuy D) oy Jo s3uIpaddonyg a1 jo w:.ga_..?“

UDUDNIDS N T

uonedidnueg s 151y PUE JudwaA0py e1pu; mo

WPOYLY 1 L 4T

A

i

g

61

81

Fy

L1

91

Sl

-

rl

£l

npeN jnwe 8
PEN IR L 01 33uasapar ferads Y Judwasopy erpup T ,f,.%
@

SPAEMOY $31Eg Jeanijog jo sayaeaiddy e S
- : \ b3
il L



Post = Centenary Diemond Jubilee National Seminar

17
18.

19
0

21

2

HE
24
5.

Ibid, Gondhij's letter to Linlithgow, 7 Febryary 1943, pp. 58-60.
Fortnightly Report: Second Half of February 1943,

Well known social workers and freedom fighters of Madras

Fortnightly Report: Second Malf of February 1943

The Mingy, 23 February 1943,

His better dt. 13 Jan. 1543, CWMG, Vol. LXXVII, p. 428,

Digry Woting 13 Feb. 1943, Dunirp Papers.

A Hundred Years of The Mindu, pp. 593-94,

Rajmohan Gandhi, The Rojaji Story, 1937-1972, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay, 1984, p.

101

j i : mbering the Role of Tamil Nadu
Ihe 75™ Anniversary of the Quit india Movement: Reme g

participation of Tamil Nadu Women in the
Quit India Movement

e Rorccnuma ny

Woman Is the supreme Inspiratipn for man's onward-march. The Quit India

Movement which broke out in the year 1942, was the last All India Satyagraha
conducted by Gandhi in India. In Tamil Nadu, numerous women joined the
agitation, courted arrest and were willing to undergo all sorts of punishments. In
his stirring message to the nation on the morning of 9 August 1942, Mahatma
Gandhi exhorted the Satyagrahis to seek and face death and then only the nation
would survive.,! In Tamil Nadu, the prominent Congress leaders such as
Satyamurthi, Sivagnam, Kala Venkat Rao, T. Prakasam, Nageswara Arya, Kamala
Devi Arya and Kamaraj Nadar were arrested. The Quit India Movement was thus
practically leaderless as all senior members of the Congress had been put in jail,
However, when the news of their arrests spread, spontaneous hartals, protest
meetings and strikes took place all over the country. Women joined in taking out
processions, holding meetings, demonstrations and organizing strikes. In Tamil
Nadu when the leaders were arrested, Rukmini Lakshmipathi became the acting
President of the Tamil Nadu Congress Committee and took the initiative to keep
the organization alive.? In Madras City, the students both from schools and colleges
played a spirited role in accelerating the national struggle. Students from Queen
Mary’s College, Women’s Christian College, Presidéncv College, Law College,
Pachaiyappa College, abstained from classes and organized hartals, processions
and picketing.? Apart from the students, a number of ;-;raminent women leaders
had participated in Quit India Movement, 1942, They were Manjubashini
Subramaniam, Afnmu’Swaminathan, Mahalakshmi Bharathi, N.N. Thulaslammal,
Thanu Amma, T. Anushuya, P. Sushila, Nagarajamma, Muniammal and Meenakshi.
Manjubashini Subramaniam (b.1908), Madras, Advocate, took part in Quit India
Movement, 1942, was arrested for one year and kept in Vellore Jail. Ammu
Swaminathan (b.1895), Madras, activ_eh( participated in this Movement in 1942,
was convicted for imprisonment for one year in Presidency jail for women, Vellore.
She was Councillor of Corporation and was elected in 1946 to the Provisional

Jusis_tant Professor, Department of History, Tagore Arts College, Lawspet, Puducherrvwéosw?
Mobile: 9500366385, Email ID: :mrofessm,manus@smaiJ.Corn
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RUKMANI LAKSHMIPATHY - A VIGOROUS FREEDOM FIGHTER AND A
STRONG POLITICIAN IN TAMIL NADU

~De. C. Rouccoumany

Andhra Pradesh and Kerala"Tamil Nadu was
an asylum for the eminent politicians and the
great personalities. Rukmani Lakshmipathy was
one among them. She was excelled as speaker,
marcher, campaigner and a tireless volunteer.

2. Early Life

Dece?:bu- 1892 in Mad::?.' fan a8
belonged to

family of socil reformers deeply nterested in
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